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By Jack Fitzpatrick
Washington Brief

« When former Texas Gov. Rick Perry first agreed to serve as Energy
secretary, he didn't realize how much the job has to do with nuclear
weapons, rather than the energy industry, energy lobbyist Michael
McKenna said. (The New York Times)

« Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt said he believes the climate is
changing, but he downplayed the certainty of humans' responsibility,
echoing the language of other Cabinet picks by President-elect Donald
Trump. (Morning Consult)

o  Thirteen states asked a federal court to block the Obama administration's
stream-protection rule on coal mining. (The Associated Press)

Business Brief

« China canceled plans for 104 coal plants, adding up to a loss of 120
gigawatts of electrical capacity. (Vox)

= The price of coking coal has started 2017 on a weak note, after
performing well in 2016, as Chinese mines have increased production.
(Financial Times)

« Russian executives attending the World Economic Forum are much more
bullish on their economy than last yvear, as oil prices rebound and officials
hope Trump will end sanctions. (Reuters)
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